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Pranklopedia is the young practical jokerâ€™s secret weapon, a boisterous collection of over 70

guaranteed-to-amuse (or annoy) pranks to be pulled on friends, siblings, and parents. Discover the

Homework Hoax, the Squirting Blister, the Movie Popcorn That Grabs You Back. Pull classic pranks

on your siblings, like short-sheeting the bed. Freak out your friends with food pranks: a self-peeling

banana, â€œmisfortuneâ€• cookies, or ice cream that will make them scream (hereâ€™s a hintâ€”it

involves instant mashed potatoes). And there are perfect pranks to pull on your parents, including a

scheme to â€œfreezeâ€• the family computer. The book includes recipes for fake bird poop, fake dog

poop, fake vomit, and fake snot (regular, nosebleed, and wormy varieties). Plus youâ€™ll find 40

pages of cutout pranks: fake labels (mmmâ€¦Cream of Sparrow Soup!), a â€œwinningâ€• lottery

ticket, bogus bathroom signs, and letters from school that will make your parents cringe. A complete

pranksterâ€™s guide, Pranklopedia also provides a four-part lesson on how to pull the perfect prank

and tells you what to do when pranks go bad: 1. Disappear for a while . . . Â 
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At first, I was hesitant about this book. The teacher in me worried that kids would take advantage of

doing cruel things to each other. But then I started reading and found an enjoyable book of relatively

harmless pranks that would be a lot of fun, even for adults to try on each other.I applaud Julie

Winterbottom for taking time at the beginning of the book to explain how to execute a prank, how to



tell when someone is going to be open and not so open to a prank, and most importantly, how to

apologize should a prank go wrong. It is always hit or miss whether or not a prank is going to work

on someone! She also labels the ones that pranksters should be prepared to clean up after they are

done, as well as those that will require adult assistance for safety.Another thing I really liked about

this book is how she snuck in some history with it. Learn about the history of April Fool's Day, or

more about Benjamin Franklin and Presidential Pranksters, as well as some classic pranks over

time. I think my favorites are the prank art pieces. Then, there is that subtle art of practicing the

alphabet and using references, as entries are arranged in alphabetical order, just like in an

encyclopedia.So many of these pranks are appealing to me. I use a variation of the one about colds

with my young students, to emphasize how germs can easily spread. I kind of want to try one in

which you thread a banana so that when someone unpeels it, it is already sliced. I think that would

be fun to surprise them. One about putting whipped cream in a bag of potato chips to trick someone

who is always eating your food could come in handy in the staff room. A fake computer screen

would be priceless to use in the computer lab.
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